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Mona Island is situated in Mona Passage about midway between 
southwestern Puerto Rico and Saona Island (Dominican Republic). It is 
approximately six and one half miles in length, with a maximum width of 
four miles, and is described a? being of limestone formation. There is a 
narrow coastal plain at the western end, but the rest of the island is en- 
circled by a precipitous sea-cliff, ranging from 125 to nearly 200 feet in 
height. Tliree roadways lead up from the coastal plain to the interior 
plateau, which is flat, except for a depression near the centre known as 
" Los Ceresos ". The island is lightly wooded, and at the northeast-ern end 
is an extensive and impenetrable cactus thicket. 

Off the northwest coast of Mona lies the oval-shaped, rocky islet of 
Monito, some 25 acres in area. This small island is notable for the sea 
bird colonies that flourish there. 

Although specimens of the endemic Mona paroquet (Araiinga chlo- 
roptera maugaei) reached European museums prior to the visit of Mr. 
Wilmot W. Brown in 1892, this gentleman was the first to make a compre- 
hensive collection of birds on this island, where he worked during February 
and part of March of that year. There followed ]\Ir. Beecher S. Bowdish, 
who studied birds on Mona from August 5 to 21, 1901, Mv. Parker H. 
Struthers, who remained on the island from July 14 to 18, 1921, and for 
many days between June 23 and July 18. 1926, and Dr. Stuart T. Danforth, 
who collected there from April 14 to 16, 1935. Dr. Karl P. Schmidt, who 
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landed on Mona in 1919, devoted his attention primarily to reptiles and 
amphibians, but includes in his account of the herpetoloin- of the island 
a list of 22 species of birds. This is the outstanding work on the geology, 
general biology and zou<rcograi)hy of Alona. 

During the past ten years Alona has been visited by Sr. Ventura Barnes 
of Puerto Rico, and by Mr. Harry A. Beatty of St. Croix. Mr. Beatty 
remained on the island for about three weeks in August, 1944, and collected 
birds for this Academy from August 12 to 27. I understand that Sr. Barnes, 
who is supervisor of the Fisheries Project on Mona, has also obtained a 
representative collection of the birds of the island. 

It may now be said that no island comparable in size in the Antilles has 
as few species of land birds as Mona. There are only three permanent 
resident passerine birds; and the absence of Tiaria bicolor, Coereha flavebla 
and Dendroica petechia is truly astonishing. Possibly the avifauna has 
been decimated by hurricanes, and the island may. be too remote to be 
restocked readily from Hispaniola or Puerto Rico. Nevertheless, four 
species {Falco sparvcnu8 dominicensis, Zenaida a. asiatica, Zenaida m. 
macroura and Crotophaga ani) have evidently reached Mona within the 
past 20 years, at least three of these from Hispaniola. The arrival of these 
birds on Alona may have resulted from the hurricane that struck the south- 
ern coast of the Dominican Pa'i)ul)lic on September 3, 1930, one of the worst 
storms ever recorded in the Caribbean. 

One of the purposes of this paper is to call attention to the poverty of 
the bird-life of Alona, with the suggestion that this be reinvestigated after 
an interval of at least 25 years. In the meantime all bird collecting should 
be forbidden on this island, where several species have obtained at best a 
mere toehold. 

Annotated List* 
PhaStfaon lepturus catesbyi Brandt 

Brown found this tropic-bird " abundant and breeding " on Alona in 
February. Bowdish reported the species from the island but did not indicate 
in what numbers. Struthers states that " >everal hundred " were nesting 
on the limestone cliffs on the western and northern coasts in the early 
summer of 1926, when fresh eggs in addition to " fully plumed " ynunc were 
observed. Beatty writes that in August, 1944, only about 15 were present, 
remarking that these were evidently nesting. This was the only sea bird 
that he found on Alona during his visit. 

* An asterisk denotes a North American migrant, a dagger a summer resident. 
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fSterna anaethetus melanoptera Swainson 

Reported by Bowcli>h as " common " on ]Mona Island, but not found 
there by any other ornitliologist. This species breeds on Desecheo Island. 

fSterna fuscata fuscata Linnaeus 

Both Bowdish and Struthers found the sooty tern " common " on ]\Iona. 
Beatty saw the species only " out to sea He writes me that this and the 
preceding species sometimes breed on the same islet in the Virgin Islands 
(e. g., Little Saba Cay, Dove Cay), but that the colonies are separate, the 
nesting site of the sooty tern being the more exposed. 

fAnoiis stolidus stolidus (Linnaeus) 

Bowdish remarks that the noddy was ** by far the most abundant species 
on iMona " during his visit. Struthers did not record it during his first trip 
to the island, but in 1926 found it ver\' common, especially in the vicinity 
of West Point, where several hundred were nesting. Beatty found this bird 
on Monito, where eight adult individuals were noted in a large cavern. 

Columba leucocephala Linnaeus 

Brown and Bowdish collected this pigeon on ^lona, the latter remarking 
that it was ''very abundant Struthers, on his second visit to the island, 
states that it was nesting on the plateau by the thousands. He noted " at 
sunrise and sunset flocks numbering as high as 500 individuals " approaching 
^the island from the direction of Hispaniola. Several specimens that were 
collected had the seed of the royal palm in their crops. This palm is not 
found on Mona. 

Struthers remarks that the natives say these pigeons all leave in October, 
but the fact that Brown obtained the species in winter suggests ihat a few 
remain on the island throughout the year, just as they do in the Bahama 
Islands. Beatty estimated that there were approximately 30 individuals 
on Mona in late August. These were for the most part flushed from drupe- 
bearing trees. 

Columba iquainosa Bonnaterre 

Records of this species from Mona are unsatisfactory, since no specimens 
have been taken on this island. Bowdish reported it as " abundant but 
less so than leucocephala^ Struthers, on his first visit to Mona in July, 1921, 
remarked that it was " very common although he did not mention having 
seen the White-crowned Pigeon at that time. There are no subsequent 
records. 
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Zenaida macroura macroura (Linnaeus) 

The Mourning Dove was seen on one occasion by Bcatty, when an adult 
and immature bird came to a " watering sink The status of the species, 
not previously recorded from Mona, must be considered questionable. 

Zenaida aurita zenaida (Bonaparte) 

An abundant species on Mona, according to those who have visited tlie 

island. 

Zenaida asiatica asiatica (Linnaeus) 

This conspicuous dove was first discovered on INIona by Barnes in 1944, 
and is evidently a recent arrival from the Dominican Republic. Inci- 
dentally, it is worth noting that both this species and the ^Mourning Dove 
(Z. m. maa'uura) have been reported from Puerto Rico in recent years. 

Beatty estimated that there were 40 white-winged doves on ]\Iona. of 
which about half were inmiature, many just out of the nest. Mr. Boardman 
Conover, of the Chicago Natural History Museum, writes me that he has 
received a specimen from Beatty. Barnes first noted the species on May 4. 
It is perhaps merely a summer resident on the island. 

Columbigallina passerina exigua Riley 

Beatty has sent two males and two females of this dove, which is one 
of the few common birds of Mona. Tiie race ^exigua) is endemic to this 
island. 

Ground doves of the southern Bahama Islands have been considered 
identical with those from Mona, but are nearer to bahamensia. I recently 
(1945) described the bird that inhabits the Inagua, Caicos and Turk Islands 
as a new subspecies (C. p. volitans) . 

Oreopelda montana montana (Linnaeus) 

Bowdish recorded this quail-dove as " very common " on Mona in 1901, 
but this statement is open to question. The species is definitely known 
from this island, since Stnithers obtained a specimen on the coastal plain in 
1926. He states that the natives were familiar with the bird and declared 
that it sometimes nested on Mona. Beatty writes me that he neither saw 
nor heard a quail-dove during his visit. 

This species is locally common in Cuba, Jamaica, and in the Dominican 
Republic, but rare in Haiti and on the Isle of Pines and has become scarce 
of late in Puerto Rico, according to Danforth (Los Pajaros de Puerto Rico, 
1936, p. 98). Elsewhere in the Greater Antilles, it is known only from 
Gonave, Mona and Vieques islands, there being but one definite record from 
each. 
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Oreopeleia chrysia (Bonaparte) 

Reported as seen on Mona by Bowdish. Conditions on this island would 
seem more suitable to this species than to 0. montana. 

Aratinga chloroptera maugei (Souance) 

This paroquet was evidently derived from Hispaniola, where a closely 
allied race (C. chloroptera) is found. The Mona form is now extinct, owing 
in all probability to its decimation by pigeon hunt^ers, who visited this island 
in the last century. Brown, in 1892, obtained a female that might well have 
been the last of its race. 

On one occasion, when collecting specimens of chloroptera in Haiti, I 
noticed that the birds seemed oblivious to the sound of a shot. Had I 
wished, I might have been able to kill every bird in the flock! Clearly the 
few paroquets that existed on Mona had little chance of survival. 

Brown's specimen of iriaugei differs from a series of chloroptera in being 
slightly smaller and duller green below, but "the greatest peculiarity is 
found in the extensive red on the under primaiy coverts, this color pervading 
all of these coverts except two on one side " (Wetmore and Swales, U. S. 
Nat. Mus. Bull. 165, 1931, p. 217). 

The type of rrumgei is apparently preserved in the Paris Museum and 
there is another specimen in Leyden. Both these skins are believed to have 
come from Mona, although the species is said to have occurred formerly in 
Puerto Rico. Insofar as I am aware, these are the only birds that were 
collected on Mona prior to Brown's visit in 1892. 

Coccysus minor nesiotes Cabants and Heine 

Although Gory does not list a specimen of this cuckoo from Mona in the 
collection of the Chicago Natural History Museum (Cat. Birds of the 

Americas, vol. 2, pt. 2, 1919, p. 336), he records it from the island in his 
" Catalogue of West Indian Birds " (1892, p. 102), presumably on the basis 
of a skin or skins taken by Brown. Bowdish noted the species as fairly 
common, and Struthers, on his second visit to Mona, reported several seen. 
Beatty found about eight individuals, of which he collected two male? and 
two females. The specimens arc in rather worn plumage. They average 
paler below than most examples of ncsiotcs examined from elsewhere, but 
arc decidedly more ochraceous on the under parts than inaynardi. 

fCoccysus americanus americanus (Linnaeus) 

Bowdish obtained a yellow-billed cuckoo on l\Tona T^lnnd on .Aucrnst 17, 
1901. The species is a summer resident in the Greater Antilles and Bahama 
Islands. I have recently examined sets of eggs of this cuckoo taken in 
Oriente Province, Cuba, by Dr. Charles Ramsden. 
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Crotophaga ani Linnaeus 

The ani has evidently become established on Mona within the past 20 
years. It was recorded by Danforth near Uvero on April 16, 1935, and was 
said at that time to be found in the vicinity of Sardinera. Beatty states 
that there were two flocks on Mona in 1914, including some 20 individuals, 
several of which " were just out of the nest." He obtained an adult male 
and two females. 

tCeryle alcyon alcyon (Linnaeus) 

Cory records the belted kingfisher from Mona, presumably on the basis 

of a specimen taken by Brown (Cat. West Indian Birds, 1892, p. 103), and 
Struthers noted the bird on July 16, 1921, which constitutes my earliest 
summer record for the species from- the entire West Indian region. 

Tynimiis dominiceniis domhiicen^ (Gmelin) 

Brown, Bowdish, Struthers and Beatty obtained the gray kingbird on 
Mona. According to Struthers (1927), it does not appear to be common. 
Bowdish notes that this species feeds on berries and seeds in addition to 
insects. 

Struthers states that ten individuals of the Puerto Rican Tolmarchw 
(= T. caudifaaciatus tayUni) were seen on Mona in 1921, but the record 
doubtless pertains to Tyrarmus domimcenais, 

fProgne rabis dominiceiMis (Gmelin) 

Recorded from Mona by Bowdish, Struthers and Beatty. A young fe- 
male was taken by Struthers on June 30, 1926. 

Petrochelidon sp? 

A single Petrochelidon was observed by Beatty associating with a few 
pairs of Progne. This may have been P. fiUva, the Antillean species, or a 
transient individual of the North American P. pyrrhonata, 

Margarops fuscatus fuscatus (Vieillot) 

This thrasher is by far the commonest land bird on Mona. and it appears 
to be even more abundant on the little island of Dcsecheo, where it is the 
only resident land bird. Beatty. who collected a male and two females, 
estimated that 1000 individuals inhabit ]Mona, while Wetmore states that 
there were perhaps 1200 on Desecheo in 1912. 
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The Pearly-eyed Thrasher has a very odd distribution, and seems to 
thrive best on small islands. It is very local in Puerto Rico and there is 
no definite record of the species from Hispaniola, although it reappears on 
Beata Island, off the south coast of the Dominican Republic, and in the 
southern Bahama Islands. 

♦Mniotilta varia (Linnaeus) 

One obtained by Brown. 
*Dendroica discolor discolor (Vieillot) 

One obtained by Brown. 
*Seitirus noveboracentiB notabilis Ridgway 

One taken V Brown (cf. Hellmayr, Birds of the Americas, pt. 8, p. 419). 
*Seiiiru8 motacilla (Vieillot) 

Bowdish collected a specimen of thi§ water-thrush on August 18, 1901. 
The individual was presumably a transient, as the species requires fresh- 
water streams both in its summer and winter home. However, a few 
individuals of S. novehoracensis probably winter on Mona. I have often 
found the latter feeding along the scrub-bordered shore of many islands of 
the West Indies. 

*Piranga olivacea (Gmelin) 

An adult male in full breeding plumage was collected on Mona (May 3, 
1944) by Barnes. The scarlet tanager has not yet been reported from either 
Hispaniola or Puerto Rico. 

Agelaiiu zantfaoraua monensis Barnes 

This species is known only from Puerto Rico and Mona, birds from the 
latter island constituting a distinct geographic race, which has but recently 
been described (Auk, vol. 62, p. 299, 1945). 

The Mona form differs from that found on Puerto Rico in having a 
paler yellow shoulder patch, a character readily apparent in fresh skins. 

All ornithologists who have visited Mona have found this blackbird. 
Struthers reported it as " quite common " in 1926, for it was seen " almost 
daily on trips to the plateau or along the coastal plain Beatty, however, 
located this bird only about the cactus thicket at the northeastern end of the 
island, where he obtained four specimens. 
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